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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art Unit 3672 




tent Application of 

Michael J. Ricker 

Application No. 10/050,800 

Confirmation No.: 7837 

Filed: January 9, 2002 

Examiner: NOT YET ASSIGNED 

"SOIL SAMPLE PROCURING TOOL AND 
ASSOCIATED METHOD OF TESTING THE 
SOIL SAMPLE" 



I, Tijuana M. Jackson, hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited with the US Postal Service as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231, on the date of my 
signature. 

Sign^df^ {/I 



Date of Signature 



RECEIVED 

JUL 2 2 2002 

Gi^OUP 3600 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
PURSUANT TO 37 CFR § 1.97(b) 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 

The Examiner's attention is directed to the references which are Usted on the attached 
Form PTO/SB/08A and/or PTO/SB/08B, copies of which are not being provided herewith 
because, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies were previously provided in U.S. Serial No. 
08/980,904, filed December 1, 1997, which is being reUed upon for an earlier filing date under 
35 U.S.C. §120. 

Citation of these references is respectfully requested. 



No concession is made that these documents are prior art, and Applicant expressly 
reserves the right to antedate the documents as may be appropriate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas S. Reynolds II 
Reg. No. 45,262 

File No. 092108-9001-01 

Michael Best & Friedrich LLP 
100 East Wisconsin Avenue 
Milv^aukee, Wisconsin 53202-4108 
(414) 271-6560 
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Please type a^i^^n (♦) inside this 

it. ' 



Patent and Trade! 



denSrkOffio 



PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 
!&• use through 10/31/99. 0MB 0651-0031 
Office: U.S. DEPARTOENTOF COMMERCE 



H- 



* SutJStitute for fonn 1449A/PTO 

INFORI\/IATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known ^ 


Application Number 


10/050,800 


Filing Date 


January 9, 2 002 


First Named Inventor 


Michael J. Ricker 


Group Art Unit 


3672 


Examiner Name 


NOT YET ASSIGNED 


^ Sheet 1 of 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


092108-9001-01 J 



a U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


oSpiner 


Cite 
No.» 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
UllBa i/ocuniem 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pagss. Cotumns, Unas. 

Where Relavant 
Pesiagas or Ralavant 

FiauFBs ADoaar 


^. ^ Kind Code^ 
Numtw . , V 

{tf known) 






1, 109, 446 




Melbercr 


09-01-1914 












Gottfried 


09-20-1966 








2 12 6 04 9 




Eley 


06-20-1967 








3,444,938 




Ballmann 


05-20-1969 








3, 596, 719 




Koziski 


08-03-1971 








3, 696, 873 




Anderson 


10-10-1972 








4, 156, 469 




Laskey 


05-29-1979 


ii U LT-^ S>r^ Laca U U i 






4,336, 849 




Hug 


06-29-1982 


JUL a a 20 






4,498, 547 




Herkness, II 


02-12-1985 








4, 549, 612 




Gushing 


10-29-1985 








4, 790,392 




Clements 


12-13-1988 








4, 809,790 




Mailchak, Jr. 


03-07-1989 








4, 860, 599 




Griff is 


08-29-1989 








4, 946, 000 




Gibson, et al . 


08-07-1990 








4,989,678 




Thompson 


02-05-1991 








5, 038, 624 




Clay 


08-13-1991 








5,050,425 




Robbins 


09-24-1991 








5,140,845 




Robbins 


08-25-1992 








5,186,263 




Kejr, et al. 


02-16-1993 








5,211,249 




Richter, et al. 


05-18-1993 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.i 


Foreign Patent Document 

Kind Code? 

Office* Number* {if known) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns. Lines. 

vy/hera Retavant 
Passages or Ralavant 

Figures Aooaar 


T« 























































































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Inltiat If reference considered, whether or not citation Is In confbnmanoe with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation If not in conformance and not 
considered, include copy of this fbnn with next communication to applicant 



1 Unique dtation designation number. > See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 1 6 if 
possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 




Burden Hour Statement This fbnn is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the Individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of tinne you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. Patent and Trademark Offtce, Wcishington. DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORIMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commisstoner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231 . 



Please type a plus sign {*) inside this 
Ounder t he Paperwo^ Reduction Act of 1995. no persons 



adefflSrk Office: 



PTO/SB/OSA (10-96) 

use through 10/31/99. OfWlB 0651-0031 

Patent and Tradg!!H?k Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
are required to res pond to a collection of information unl ess it contains a_varid 0MB contr ol numt)er. 
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* Substitute for fonn 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



of 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Pate 



First Named Inventor 



Group Aft Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/050, 800 



January 9, 2002 



Michael J. Ricker 



3672 



NOT YET ASSIGNED 



092108-9001-01 



\a U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Cite 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
MIVI-DD-YYYY 


Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Aooear 


tnitiffif 


^, ^ Kind Code2 
Number , . 

{if known) 






5,245, 878 




Underwood 


09-21-1993 












Wittig, et al. 


08-29-1989 








5 . 307 , 884 




Millgard 


05-03-1994 








5, 322, 133 




Hart 


06-21-1994 








5, 344, 781 




Kitchen, et al. 


09-06-1994 








5,343,771 




Turriff, et al. 


09-06-1994 








5, 384,262 




Piasio, et al . 


01-24-1995 








5,450, 913 




Mefferd, et al. 


09-19-1995 








5,474,141 




Hart 


12-12-1995 








5, 505, 098 




Turriff, et al . 


04-09-1996 








5, 517, 868 




Turriff, et al . 


05-21-1996 








5, 522,271 




Turriff, et al 


06-04-1996 


M 1 1 20C2 






5, 587, 538 




Bratton 


12-24-1996 








5,624,554 




Faulkner, et al. 


04-29-1997 








5, 706, 904 




Turriff, et al . 


01-13-1998 


.u .V^ \J\U/\ 






5, 777,242 




Zuidberg, et al . 


07-07-1998 





























































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No.^ 


Foreign Patent Document 

Kind Codes 

Office* Numl)er* {ifknown) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 
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Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages. Columns. Lines. 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
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Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confbmiance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in confdmiance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

^ Unique citation designation number. ^ See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ' Enter Office that issued the document tyy the two-tetter 
code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document * Kind of document tyy the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 1 6 if 
possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement This form la estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner fbr Patents. Washington. DC 20231 . 



Please type a plus sign {*) Inside this box -> 



PTO/SBraSB (10-96) 

ApprovdM use through 10/31/99. 0MB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Offlw: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995. no persons are required to respond to a oonedion of infonnation unless it contains a valid 0MB control numt)ef. 
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Substitute fbrform 1449B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Aft Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/050, 800 



January 9, 2002 



Michael J. Ricker 



3672 



NOT YET ASSIGNED 



^Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



092108-9001-01 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
Ho: 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item {tooK magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). date, page(s). volume-issue numt3er(s). 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 








"Modified DRO Method for Determining Diesel Range Organics, " pp. 
1-26; PUBL-SW-141; Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
September 1995 








"Modified GRO Method for Determining Gasoline Range Organics, " pp. 
1-33; PUBL-SW-140; Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
September 1995 








Chapter NR 149 (NR 149.03) "Laboratory Certification and 
Registration," November 1996, No. 491 








NR 700.11 "Sample Preservation and Analysis," Wisconsin 
Administrative Code NR 700.11, page 6, Register, February, 1997, No. 
494 





























































Examiner 




Date 


1 


Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confbrmanco with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in confontiance and not 
considered. Include copy of this fbnn with next communication to applicant. 

^ Unique citation designation mmber. ^ Applicant is to place a check mark here If English language Translation Is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement This form Is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. Patent and Trademark Offtee, Washington. DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231. 



